Government of Tamilnadu

Department of Employment and Training

Course : TNPSC Group IV / VAO Exam
Subject : Indian Polity

Topic : Preamble to the constitution

@ Copyright

The Department of Employment and Training has prepared the TNPSC Group-I1V
/ VAO Exam study material in the form of e-content for the benefit of Competitive Exam
aspirants and it is being uploaded in this Virtual Learning Portal. This E-content study
material is the sole property of the Department of Employment and Training. No one
(either an individual or an institution) is allowed to make copy or reproduce the matter in

any form. The trespassers will be prosecuted under the Indian Copyright Act.

It is a cost-free service provided to the job seekers who are preparing for the

Competitive Exams.

Commissioner,

Department of Employment and Training.




Preamble to the constitution

The American constitution was the first to begin with a preamble.

1 It refers to the introduction toconstitution.

1 The Preamble of the IndianConstitution is based on the Objective Resolution’ drafted
and moved by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and adopted by the constituent Assembly.

TEXT OF THE PREAMBLE :

The preamble in its present form reads:

‘We, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having solemnly resolved to constitute India into a
SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST SECULAR DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC and to secure to all its
citizens:

JUSTICE, Social, Economic and Political;

LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship;

EQUALITY of status and of opportunity; and to promote among them all;

FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity and integrity of the
Nation;

IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY this twenty-sixth day of November, 1949, do
HEREBY ADOPT, ENACT AND GIVE TO OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION".

The Preamble reveals four ingredients or components:

1. Source of authority of the Constitution: The Preamble states that the Constitution
derives its authority from the people of India.

2. Nature of Indian State: It declares India to be of a sovereign, socialist, secular
democratic and republican polity.

3. Objectives of the Constitution: It specifies justice, liberty, equality and fraternity as the
objectives.

4. Date of adoption of the Constitution: It stipulates November 26, 1949 as the date.

Preamble terms explained

1. Sovereign | The word ‘sovereign’ implies that India is neither a dependency nor a

dominion of any other nation, but an independent state2. There is no
authority above it, and it is free to conduct its own affairs

2. Socialist Indian brand of socialism is a ‘democratic socialism Democratic socialism
aims to end poverty, ignorance, disease and inequality of opportunity.
Indian socialism is a blend of Marxism and Gandhism, leaning heavily
towards Gandhian socialism

3. Secular All religions in our country (irrespective of their strength) have the same

status and support from the state




4.
Democratic

A democratic polity is possession of supreme power by the people

The Indian Constitution provides for representative parliamentary
democracy under which the executive is responsible to the legislature for
all its policies and actions. Universal adult franchise, periodic elections,
rule of law, independence of judiciary, and absence of discrimination on
certain grounds are the manifestations of the democratic character of the
Indian polity.

5. Republic

the term ‘republic’ in our Preamble indicates that India has an elected
head called the president. He is elected indirectly for a fixed period of
five years

6. Justice

The term ‘justice’ in the Preamble embraces three distinct forms—social,
economic and political, secured through various provisions of
Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles.

Social justice denotes the equal treatment of all citizens without any social
distinction based on caste, colour, race, religion, sex and so on. It means
absence of privileges being extended to any particular section of the
society

7. Liberty

The term ‘liberty’ means the absence of restraints on the activities of
individuals, and at the same time, providing opportunities for the
development of individual personalities

8. Equality

The term ‘equality’ means the absence of special privileges to any section
of the society, and the provision of adequate opportunities for all
individuals without any discrimination

9. Fraternity

Fraternity means a sense of brotherhood. The Constitution promotes this
feeling of fraternity by the system of single citizenship. Also, the
Fundamental Duties (Article 51-A) say that it shall be the duty of every
citizen of India to promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood
amongst all the people of India transcending religious, linguistic, regional
or sectional diversities

Note:

1. The Preamble is neither a source of power to legislature nor a prohibition upon the
powers of legislature.
2. It is non-justiciable, that is, its provisions are not enforceable in courts of law.




